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IMS NEWS-LETTER/ 


sentence of which ran: 

ou do not come to Jerusalem to witness 
Church Victorious. That may be seen 
any part of the world, in Rome and 
shington, in China or Peru....” 

> italics are mine. In what conceiv- 
e sense can we at this moment speak 
the Church in China as the Church 
torious? This News-LeTTer is 
ected towards finding an answer to 
t question, a question and an answer 
ght with immense consequences for 
whole Christian Mission of our time, 
India and Pakistan, in the Middle 
st, in Africa, in South America, in 
, in Europe and North America as 
ely as in China. 

ven as these words are being written 
disquieting news is coming out of 
ina. For reasons which will be in- 
tigated in a moment the Church in 
ma is undergoing exceptionally heavy 
tssure. While no doubt shifts of 
pulation may have made some Church 
dings redundant, the scale on which 
y have had to be offered as “ volun- 
; gifts” to the Government is crip- 
ng from the point of view of corporate 
istian worship. Far-reaching adminis- 
five changes have been forced upon 
different Christian denominations, 
bugh the term a “united Church” 
ich, it is reported, has been brought 
0 existence, needs to be received with 


g. Meanwhile there is also a dis- 
serting amount of evidence that some 
ast of our fellow-Christians are hav- 
to suffer in body and mind, not be- 
e they are disciples of our Lord, but 
use of their past associations with 
7 ps, enduring affection for us, 
I Iw-disciples in the West. More 
hat, also, in a moment. 
As we face this time of testing with 
, at least in our prayers, we are in 
ind to try to understand what 
nd this testing, and, if we are 
to see its relevance for ourselves. 
VICTORY OF FAITH 
re = however, there is an 
ith in the power, purposes and 
se of God which we must make. 
to its making I wish that every 
d find time to read Columba 


uw Fellow-member of C.M.S., CHINA 

he March issue of this NEwsS-LETTER and the 

sed with a quotation from Stewart 

owne’s The One Remains, the open- CHURCH VICTORIOUS 


The Victory of Faith 

Advance in understanding 
The valley of humiliation 
The siege perilous of love 


Cary-Elwes’ book China and the Cross— 
Studies in Missionary History. The 
writer, a Roman Catholic, has given us 
in this book an objective, fair-minded 
and “loving” appraisal of the Christian 
Mission to China from the first Nestorian 
missionaries down to our own times. 
Two passages deserve quotation as 
illustrating the fundamental approach to 
our act of faith in the Christ and His 
Church victorious in China. He writes: 
“He (St. Francis Xavier) passed away to 
God in the year of Christ, 1552, 
3rd December, a Saturday, in the bitter cold 
of dawn, as the sun was about to rise over 
the dark China sea....Francis Xavier had 
not succeeded ; he had not even landed on 
the shores of the Middle Kingdom; his 
mission was a failure. More, he had died 
in the attempt. It was a calamity for the 
whole missionary effort. But, in truth, this 
is not so. The death of St. Francis outside 
the gate to China was a great victory. By 
his life he had renewed the wonder of the 
Apostolic Age, travelling half the earth to 
bring souls to Christ....” 

This book has an epic quality in it as it 
describes the incredible fortitude of a 
great variety of missionaries down the 
centuries, and of the noble army of 
Chinese martyrs for the Faith. No one 
can read this book and yield to any 
despair about Christ’s Church in China. 


Cary-Elwes divides the story of the 
Christian Mission to China hitherto into 
five acts. The last or, shall we say the 
last so far, has just begun. He writes 
again: 

“The last act is upon us, and it would 
appear to have a tragic end: the triumph 
of Communism. But love is stronger than 
death, and no Christian play is ever a 
tragedy, because the Cross is always, though 
upon a higher plane, a triumph.” 

That summary will exasperate the un- 
believer, but provided that it is drained 
of all comfortable complacency and sup- 
ported by a deep penitence it remains 
that act of faith by which we Christians - 


can by the grace of God overcome every 
obstacle to the Gospel. In that faith we 
can stand with our fellow-Christians in 
China, in understanding, patience, and 
perseverance. 


ADVANCE IN UNDERSTANDING 


Having made that act of faith, our 
immediate task is to understand what has 
happened and is happening in China. 


The first fact with which we have to 
come to terms, the very precondition of 
understanding the present experience 
of our fellow-Christians in China and 
their attitude to Communism, is that 
there is a new China. 


This fact, in itself, is not at all easy to 
accept. We have stereotypes in our 
minds about China which distort present 
realities. American readers are urged, 
at this point, to get hold of Harold 
Isaac’s book Scratches on our minds — 
American images of China and India 
(The John Day Co., New York, 1958, 
$6.75), the most illuminating book I have 
yet come across on that succession of 
Western fantasies about China which 
have determined so much of Western 
policies towards China. 


Let us listen to Mao Tse-tung as he 
epitomizes the task which the Com- 
munists in China have set themselves, 
and of which they have made so success- 
ful a beginning. 

“The problem is quite plain; we wish to 
eradicate the old Chinese culture ; it is in- 
separable from the old Chinese government 
and the old Chinese economic system. We 
intend to establish a new kind of Chinese 
national culture and this equally cannot be 
separated from the new kind of Chinese 
government and the new kind of Chinese 
economy.” 

If you would see what this new kind of 
government is, this new kind of 
economy, this new kind of culture, and 
see them studied with critical detach- 
ment and understanding I would recom- 
mend that quite invaluable book Flood 
Tide in China, by C. P. Fitzgerald, Pro- 
fessor in Far Eastern History in the 
Australian National University, Can- 
berra (Australians, in particular, please 
note). 

Again, if you would see vividly por- 
trayed in words and pictures something 
of the revolution—economic and other- 
wise—taking place in China, Water Con- 
servancy in New China, if you can get 
hold of a copy, will be an eye-opener. 
Other publications coming out of China 
to-day can be secured from Collet’s 
Chinese Bookshop, 40 Great Russell 
Street, London, W.C.1. 

Fitzgerald has this comment on what 
is happening in China at the “ rice-bowl ” 
level which is particularly relevant to 


the vast programme of agricul 
development which is now taking p 
“Tn all the rice and wheat lands of Asi 
governments 


the political message of Communism 
the doubt whether any other system 
solve the problem of the peasant an 
If once it becomes clear tha 
Chinese system offers an alternative 
hopeful than any provided by private 
tenure, it will be impossible to hold 
the surge of support which local Com 
parties will obtain.” 

We have been warned. 

In the light of the whole argume 
Professor Fitzgerald’s book, and 
news coming out of China from a 
variety of sources, I would make 
following points about the situatio 
that great country. 

The Communist party in China 
achieved effective control, to a de 
never before enjoyed by any Chi 
government. This has been achi 
thanks to vastly improved comm 
tions and the possession of m 
techniques for mass persuasion and, 
is very important, thanks also to 
respite given by the government 
anarchy and civil war, together with 
recovery of China’s self-respect. T/ 
are formidable assets for any regim 

Nevertheless, China’s rulers know 
their whole vast experiment is at a 
critical stage in its development. 
population of China is increasing at 
rate of fifteen million a year. Notl 
short of a world cataclysm can pre’ 
that’ population reaching one thous 
million by the year 2000 ap. Ur 
China can achieve quickly a phenom 
development of her industries and of 
agriculture, there will inevitably fol 
“peasant discontent” — the dread 
every Chinese government since 
beginning of China’s history, and 
source of every rebellion against : 
cessive governments of China. 

Another fact which we have to bala 
is that China is substantially depenc 
on Russia economically; and in m 
other ways these two powers | 
together. In the international jungle 
our time this is a powerful alliance. 
between the two partners, there h 
already been, and no doubt there will 
again, strains and stresses with an 
portant bearing on China’s revolutio 

Meanwhile the architects of + 
revolution are in their sixties, and the’ 
not had an easy life. They are not 
mortal. We are wi 
distance of the day when the eff 
rulers of China will be those who 
not know the old China and know 
of the world outside China. _ No ch; 
in Professor ee book is 


nating than the one entitled “ Per- 
n and Propaganda”. 
ie course ”, he writes, “‘new men must 
to the highest posts ; they will have 
direction of the system of Persuasion, 
upreme instrument of Chinese Com- 
government, the culture-making 
hine. No one can foresee how they will 
for they will not... have any personal 
ywledge of the old society, they will 
mselves have been brought up on the 
iefs about it which Persuasion now in- 
3; what corrective to an increasingly 
rted picture not only of the past, but 
contemporary non-Communist society 
be introduced is hard to see. Persuasion 
loubtedly runs a grave risk of persuad- 
‘the persuaders ; it is also a very difficult 
hine to stop, or to relax.” 
ere is the fundamental dilemma con- 
mting any Communist Party which 
as control of any country. 
ll these factors together may serve 
offer some explanation of the sense 
urgency which is inspiring the Com- 
nist Party in China to such titanic 
ts, efforts which, be it noted, have 
, hitherto, produced significant resist- 
s¢ from the people of China. 


the absence of such significant resist- 
sé must be understood as being due 
- only to the efficiency of the Com- 
nist regime, nor even mainly to its 
hless exercise of power, but primarily 
its solid achievements, achievements 
ich so far have won the respect, even 
sometimes reluctant, of the Chinese 
ople and of the Christians of China 
© are, after all, Chinese people ! 


IE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION 


| you would understand a little of 
tt it means for a great people with a 
t history to recover their self-respect 
* enduring for more than a century 
+ control, political, economic and cul- 

, of despised foreigners, read Arthur 
*s recent book The Opium War 
ugh Chinese eyes, that war upon 


ch Gladstone made the comment: 
. war more unjust in its origin, a war 


calculated in its progress to cover this 
with disgrace, I do not know and I 
not read of.” 
ican readers can have readily to 
another book which will help them 
understand something of the feelings 
he Chinese, including the Christians 
China to-day—Missionaries, Chinese, 
d Diplomats—The American Protest- 
t Missionary Movement in China, 
1952. I only wish it was as readily 
mable in this country and at a 
St price. It would provide all the 
ial we need for the element of 
ence in that act of faith of which I 
at the beginning, would give a new 
of depth to our prayers for 
»w-Christians in i a. The 


rics 


- 


book is a long, carefully documented, 
comment on a one-sentence summary of 
the effect of the Treaties which followed 
the Opium War and the intervention by 
the Western powers in the Taiping rebel- 
lion and its aftermath in 1858 and 1860: 


“The treaties had the effect of making 
the Church a partner in Western im- 
perialism.” 


That, if we are honest enough, comes 
near to explaining the present plight of 
our fellow-Christians in China and also 
it explains the violent denial of some of 
er that they are really in any plight 
at all! 


Fitzgerald epitomizes the attitude of 
many in China, including Christians, 
when the Communists first took over, as 
follows: 

“It cannot be worse than before, it may be 
better, it is at least something that has not 
peer tried before. Let us see what they 
Oo. 

Not a few foreigners who have since 
visited China have heard Chinese make 
some such remark as the following, says 
Fitzgerald, and he does not stand alone: 
“Tt was when I saw what they (the Com- 
munists) were doing for the people, that I 
realized it was wrong to hold off, that I 
must work for them too.” 

That is difficult medicine for us to take. 
Let us drink it to the dregs. Then, per- 
haps, our eyes will be able to get the 
next phase of the Christian Mission in 
China into something like focus. 


THE SIEGE PERILOUS OF LOVE 


Our prayers for the Church in China 
will be full of understanding and sym- 
pathy. We shall be very ready to sus- 
pend judgment on developments that 
baffle us. We shall take encouragement 
from a sentence in Guy Wint’s brilliant 
little book which analyses the seizure of 
power by the Communists in China, 
Dragon and Sickle, where he says, in 
another context: ‘‘ Waiting is the secret 
of victory in China” ! And meanwhile 
we shall remember that we, who are 
outside China, can still present the 
Gospel to the millions of the Chinese 
“dispersion” scattered all over South 
East Asia, at least twelve and a half 
million of them. 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, after his visit to 
Hong Kong, Malaya, and Indonesia in 
1955, wrote as follows: 

“ These Chinese in South East Asia are that 
part of the great Chinese population with 
which we can be in contact, and there is 
little point in our making a song and dance 
about the fact that we are cut off from the 
People’s nd Whee of China unless we are 
doing everything we can to bring the Gospel 
to those whom we are able to reach at the 
moment.” 

Would you know something about these - 


Chinese “outside” China? Read In 
the Shadow of Nine Dragons, by Eric 
Hague, in which problems and possibili- 
ties become persons. 


Let me end this attempt to answer 
the question with which we began by 
quoting a prayer by a bishop of the 
Church in China who has had to suffer 
much for his faith in Christ and for his 
associations with us, a prayer used by 
him daily when in prison. 


O GOD, give me strength to live 
another day. Let me not turn coward 
before its difficulties, or prove recreant 
to its duties. Let me not lose faith in 
my fellow-men, keep me sweet and 
sound of heart, in spite of ingratitude, 
treachery, meanness. Preserve me 
from minding little stings or giving 
them. Help me to keep my heart 


| 


clean and live so honestly and fe 
lessly that no coward failure can + 
hearten me or take away the joys 
conscious integrity. Open wide 
eyes of my soul that I may see g¢ 
in all things. Grant me this day sc 
new vision of Thyself, inspire me v 
Thy spirit of joy and gladness, ; 
make me the cup of strength to suf 
ing souls in the Name of the str 
Deliverer, our only Lord and Savi 
Jesus Christ. 


That spells victory. 


Ht 


Your sincere friend, 


art 


General Secret 


If undelivered please return to 
6 Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


*+Flood Tide in China, by C, P. Fitzgerald. 


by post 26s. 6d. 


*+The Opium War through Chinese eyes, by Arthur Waley. 


by post 22s. 6d. 


(The Crescent Press, London, 1958.) 2 


(Allen & Unwin, 1958.) | 


A translation of a number of intimate documents, such as diaries, and a setting 


these in their historical context to show what the war felt like from the Chinese 
*+Missionaries, Chinese, and Diplomats—The American Protestant Missionary Movement in 
(Princeton University Press, 1958.) $6.00, 


1890-1952, by Paul A. Varg. 
by post 49s. 6d. 


*+The Rebel Emperor, by Flavia Anderson. (Gollancz, 1958.) 25s., by post 26s. 
The heart-searching story of the Taiping rebellion. 
{International Review of Missions, Vol. LX, No. 158, April 1951—* The Christian 
the Taiping Rebellion”, by John Foster. 
*+China and the Cross—Studies in Missionary History, by Columba Cary-Elwes. 
1957.) 30s., by post 31s. 6d. 
*+Dragon and Sickle—How Communist Revolution happened in China, by Guy Wint. 
Press, London, 1958.) 10s. 6d., by post 11s. 6d. 
tIn bie i ne of Nine Petters ee Kong Sketches, by Eric Hague. (Highway Press, 
5s. 6d., by post 4s. 
*Can be borrowed from C.M.S. Library. 
+ Can be ordered from C.M.S. Publishing Department. Z 
t¢ Can be read in C.M.S. Library. : 


